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Greeting from our Co-chairs
Michelle Lester and Terri Lynn Robbins
When school closed March 17, 2020, due to the pandemic, Agriculture in the Classroom
Newfoundland and Labrador and Little Green Thumbs developed a virtual plan to keep in
contact with our teachers, students and parents and to keep the program alive.
Staff consulted with teachers to identify the best way to stay connected with students throughout
the school closure.
Teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador began using Google Classrooms and that is how AITCNL and LGT stayed connected with teachers, students and parents. We have continued this
process since then.
2021 has been a very challenging year, again. When schools re-opened for the 2020-2021 school
year, we had great hope for things to get back normal. The virtual plan was still in place as there
were no face-to-face visitations in our province throughout that fall. Little Green Thumbs and
Little Green Sprouts gardens did start up but some teachers were unable to start up due to space
and health and safety regulations.
However, once again school closed in February 2021 and the virtual plan continued.
January to June 2021 was very successful. Virtual presentations and visits took place and the
gardens flourished.
The school year 2021-2022 started off with an amazing interest in growing in classroom. AITCNL stepped up to those requests and provided 25 Little Green Thumbs gardens and 26 Little
Green Sprouts gardens to new teachers and their classrooms across our province.
A Little Green Thumbs virtual teachers training session was hosted on October 6, with 22 of our
new LGT teachers in attendance. The session was recorded so teachers unable to attend could
view online. This was our first online training session and proved to be very successful. Guests
included Nutrient for Life, the Department of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture, AITC NB,
AITC PEI, AITC Canada, National LGT Hub, new teachers that were taking over current
gardens as well as AITC-NL Steering Committee members and staff. New Little Green Sprouts
teachers availed of online training modules on the National LGT’s website, to get their gardens
started.
In November, AITC also hosted a virtual Amazing Agriculture Adventure where students
viewed farm tours, answered questions and submitted the answers to win a prize for their class.
A very successful event.
Many other activities and events took place in 2021, you can find the details in our Annual
Report online at www.aitcnl.ca.
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So here we are in 2022 and still in a pandemic but our program is still going strong and looking
for new ways and resources to keep our educators informed and participating in our Program.
Canada’s Agriculture Day in February is one of our major events and we were hoping for a faceto-face event, however, with the Covid restrictions we are now planning a virtual event with St.
Mary Elementary School in St. John’s. A virtual high school event is in the works in partnership
with NLFA’s Young Farmers’ Forum. A virtual young farmer panel is being planned where high
school students can join in to meet Young Farmers and learn about careers in the agriculture
industry. As well, career information and the new activity “Career Case” will be distributed to
NL high school classes.
Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month is hosted in March. We are hoping to visit classrooms but
if not, we have a virtual plan that includes the launch the new storybook and videos, virtual class
presentations by volunteers and staff and distribution of all our current and new resources.
Some new resources to be developed this year are virtual farm tours, gardening storybook, new
activity books and educational resources.
We are very proud to say that many of our resources are being translated into French and will be
ready for distribution for the school year 2022- 2023. We are excited about expanding our
French resource library.
We are happy to say that we now have an Outreach Coordinator on staff, sharing the tasks and
responsibilities of AITC-NL and NL Young Farmers Forum to distribution career information
and resources, as well as implementing junior and high school initiatives.
It has been a very different year and we miss the classroom visits and public events. AITC-NL
will continue to stay connected in every way possible.
AITC-NL envisions our future delivery of programs and resources as a hybrid of face-to-face
visits, activities and events, as well as, virtual processes. With virtual delivery we have reached
many teachers, parents and students that we would have not been able to reach in the past.
Thank you to the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, the Dept of Fisheries, Forestry and
Agriculture and all the stakeholders for their support throughout these challenging times.
We would like to thank the teachers, parents, volunteers, Committee members and staff for
standing by the Program and growing with us.
For more details, please view our Annual Report 2021 at www.aitcnl.ca.
Thanks for joining us today. Stay safe and healthy!
Michelle and Terri Lynn
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Annual Report 2021
Vision:
Our vision is to connect youth to agriculture through education.
Mission Statement:
AITC-NL will take a leadership role in developing competencies and offering educational
programs and resources that promote agriculture awareness in youth. AITC-NL will deliver
the message that agriculture is an important contributor to our economy, the health of our
communities, and the sustainability of our food system.

This annual report gives an overview of all the projects and events that AITC-NL delivered from
January 1, 2021 until December 31, 2021. Agriculture in the Classroom NL’s sustaining partner
is the Canadian Agricultural Partnership program.
Agriculture in the Classroom NL (AITC-NL) continues to deliver agriculture education in a fun,
interactive, hands-on, and inquiry-based learning manner.
The AITC-NL program continues to expand and reach our goal of connecting students from K to
12 with agriculture. Our program is only as strong as the dedication and passion from the
members of the AITC-NL Steering Committee and our volunteers. AITC-NL had many
volunteers assisting us in achieving our success with all our programs and events throughout the
year.
We would like to thank our major partners the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture and Canadian Agricultural Partnership program. We would like to thank the
community partners, sponsors, and business/commodities that support our program. We would
also like to thank the teachers and administrators from all the schools across Newfoundland and
Labrador that opened up their classrooms to us.
Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) Steering Committee
A Steering Committee for the AITC was designated in January 2011 and is comprised of the
following representatives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture (NLFA)
Department of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
Department of Education
Stakeholder Organizations

Steering Committee Members:
Eugene Legge – NLFA
Melvin Rideout – NLFA
Michelle Lester – NLFA
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Rodney Reid – NLFA
Terrilynn Robbins – NLFA
Luke Strong – NLFA
Philip Smallwood - NLFA
Crystal Anderson Baggs – Dept. of Fisheries and Land Resources
Cindy MacDonald – Dept. of Fisheries and Land Resources
Ellen Coady – Department of Education
Lesley Cowan – AAFC
Patricia Perry – School Milk Foundation of NL
Agriculture in the Classroom Staff:
Maureen Foley – Little Green Thumbs Coordinator
Chelsea Foley – Agriculture In The Classroom NL Coordinator
Lisa Davis – Outreach Coordinator
Nicole Parrell – Financial/Office Manager
Social Media Accounts/websites
Facebook: Agriculture in the Classroom NL: https://www.facebook.com/AITCNL
Twitter: @AITCNL
Instragram: @aitcnl
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa3wW--tzwBDo-tIYkKFZGQ/videos
Website: www.aitcnl.ca

LITTLE GREEN THUMBS NL PROGRAM
Background
Little Green Thumbs (LGT) and Little Green Sprouts (LGS) are programs within the Agriculture
in the Classroom Newfoundland and Labrador (AITC-NL) program. AITC NL is a registered
Canadian charity. AITC-NL is hosted by the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture (NLFA).
The Little Green Thumbs (LGT) program is an indoor gardening program, currently in its 10th
year, for primary and elementary students in NL. It gives the students and teachers the
opportunity to become food producers right in their own classroom.
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Little Green Sprouts (LGS) was introduced to teachers in January 2019. It is a junior Little Green
Thumbs program. It is a gardening program for grades K to 2 that includes a smaller system for
micro-greens (lettuce, herbs, etc). It enables our younger students to care for their own garden.
Ongoing support has been provided for all teachers throughout the entire school by the Little
Green Thumbs coordinator, volunteer mentors, LGT National office and other teachers. There is
a national website www.littlegreenthumbs.org.
Overview of LGTs and LGSs Gardens - School Year – January 2021– December 2021
2020-2021 Update (January – June 2021)- Some gardens did not start up due to space and
Covid health and safety issues
• 133 of 168 LGT gardens started up
• 55 of our 72 LGS gardens started up
• 4900 students directly involved
2021-2022 Update-September-December 2021) - Some gardens did not start up due to space
and Covid health and safety issues
• 143 of our 167 LG Thumbs gardens started up (3106 students)
• 57 of our 69 LGS gardens. (1120 students)
2021-2022 School Year - New LGT and LGS Gardens
• LGT-25 new gardens (550 students).
• LGS- 26 new gardens-ordered, late Oct delivery (453 students).
• 15 new schools joined the Program.
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French Shore Academy

Vanier Elementary

Holy Trinity Elementary

East Point Elementary

Vermi-composting
Little Green Thumb’s vermi-composting program is in its 5th school year with 80 worm kits in
LGT classrooms across Newfoundland and Labrador. Students are learning to care for their
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composting worms and how to use their worm castings in their own classroom gardens. The inclass vermi-composting program has encouraged entire schools to develop and increase their
composting programs, thereby assisting in the management of their school waste. Many students
have also started composting at home.

Virtual Vermi-composting set up
Virtual Teachers’ Training Session
This year a virtual teachers’ training session was held on October 6, 9:45-3:15. In attendance
were 22 new teachers (25 new gardens in total, this year) that are joining the Little Green
Thumbs Program and have received a new garden kit for their class.
Also in attendance were guests from Nutrient for Life, the Department of Fisheries, Forestry and
Agriculture, AITC NB, AITC PEI, AITC Canada, National LGT Hub, 8 new teachers that are
taking over current gardens as well as AITC-NL Steering Committee members and staff.
Attendees were welcomed by Terri Lynn Robbins, AITC NL Co-chair. TL Robbins overviewed
the school year 2020-2021 and the challenges of Covid restrictions.
An overview of Agriculture in the Classroom Program was presented by Chelsea Foley, our AITC
NL Coordinator. C. Foley presented on AITC NL resources, activities, events and contests.
Agenda items also included: an overview of the Little Green Thumbs Program; our Mentorship
Program; an overview of AITC Canada detailing teachers’ supports, activities, resources and
events; outline of national LGT supports and resources; a tour of the LGT’s teachers’ portal; a
presentation on “Growing a Great Garden”, and instructional videos on how to set up the lighting
system and how to set up the earth boxes.
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The final and favourite session was the Teachers’ Perspective Panel. Five current Little Green
Thumbs teachers joined us to discuss their experiences with their garden. Some teachers have
had their gardens for 10 years, since the beginning of the Program.
Some discussion points were: curriculum links to the garden; how the garden assisted in
achieving required outcomes; overall experience with the garden; benefits to the students and the
school as a whole; how having the Little Green Thumbs program in the school has led to other
projects such as school-wide composting programs, school greenhouses and raised beds, home
and community gardens, composting at home and even cooking at home.
It was a great day of virtual learning and making new connections. New teachers were then ready
to start the growing experience with their students.

Virtual Teachers’ Training
LGT National Videos
The LGT National Office has developed agriculture educational videos. These videos are linked
with the K-6 curriculum to ensure these virtual resources are of benefit to our teachers and will
be used in the classrooms.
The videos have been shared with our LGTs and LGSs teachers and teachers are very pleased
with these resources.
Links to videos:
Plant Needs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efFsgUxRaN0&t=14s
Soil and Plants : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsdSmww2r1M&t=1s
Plant Adaptations: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwplT9KAf6A&t=247s
Plants, Planet, People: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Rk-PDRMzc8
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Harvest Celebrations (Virtual)
In May and June, students celebrated their gardening experience through in-class salad-brations,
culinary sessions and virtual farm tours.
LGT-NL provided t-shirts to all LGT students that participated in the Program.
Class visits and presentations took place through Google Classroom. Activities provided were:
• Reading of “What’s Growing Around Us” & Living Necklace activity (sent
supplies in advance of meeting;
• Worm presentation and PowerPoint interactive activity;
• Reading of “Alex’s First Seed” & PowerPoint interactive activity;
• Reading of “Reggie’s Technology Adventure” and PowerPoint interactive
activity;
• Presentation on “What Plants Need” (Nutrients For Life guest) – NPK Bracelet
activity (sent supplies in advance); and
• Reading of “Blossom’s Big Job” and PowerPoint interactive activity with guest
beekeeper.

Templeton Academy

Avoca Colleigate
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Brian Peckford Primary

Mary Queen of Peace Elementary

Other Virtual Activities
• LGT/LGS students participated in Canada’s Agriculture Day virtual event.
• LGT/LGS classes participated virtually in Canadian Agriculture Literacy during the
month of March.
Week #1; we celebrated “Blossom’s Big Job” as we released a new animated
version of the storybook. Week #2; we celebrated “Reggie’s Technology
Adventure”. Week #3; we celebrated “Alex’s First Seed”. Week #4 we celebrated
“What’s Growing Around Us?”. Lastly, Week #5; we celebrated recipes and food
safety.
The Pen Pal Project
In the school year 2019-2020, seventeen LGT classes participated in the Pen Pal initiative. This
is a national initiative.
The project was not implemented in the schoolyear 2020-2021. However, the Pen Pal Project
began again in the fall of 2021. 25 of NL’s LGT classes have joined the project.
NL classes have been matched with another LGT class in another province. It gives students the
opportunity to learn about other areas of Canada as well as discover the history of their own
province.
The Little Green Pen Pals project, gives LGT’s students the opportunity to participate in cultural
exchange, inquiry-based learning and literacy, as well as build friendships across Canada. Many
skills are developed such as: writing; technology; research; reading comprehension; social and
emotional; collaboration; and geography.
Each class will take on the task of discovering where their pen pals were located – in what
province and what city. Teachers and students are encouraged to communicate information about
their home province and city through hand written letters and drawings (which they sent through

13

the mail), emails, photos, videos, and skype session. They will share information about their
culture, weather, city or town their school is located and stories of their gardens and harvest
celebrations.
Past Comments:
“This has been a great experience for my grade 3 students for the past 2 years. We did authentic
letter writing and they could not wait to receive an email and a letter by regular mail. Getting a
pic of their friend was a highlight. Guessing where they live was a good way to learn a little bit
more about Canada. I recommend this opportunity for sure.”
Nancy Ryan, Grade 3
St. Matthews School
St. John’s, NL
“They became our friends throughout the year. The kids really enjoyed this extended project.
They looked forward to receiving their ‘snail mail’ letters and they also looked forward to
hearing from their teachers to see if they figured out our clues!”
LGT teacher in Saskatchewan
Long term impact surveys
LGT/AITC-NL had developed a series of surveys that will provide information on the long-term
impacts of LGT/AITC-NL programs, resources, and events. The goal of these surveys is to see if
AITC-NL programs, initiatives, and events have an impact on students’ views and attitudes of
agriculture. These surveys will provide information if the students would be interested in a career
in agriculture in the future.
Implementation was scheduled for March 2020, but cancelled due to Covid 19. In May of 2021
the pilot school distributed the Google Forms for the impact surveys. Results from the survey
showed that there was an increase of awareness of the importance of agriculture and local farms
and farmers, in students both current and past Little Green Thumbs students. It also showed an
increase in positive attitudes towards healthy eating, eating local and cooking at home. Teachers
and parents think that supporting local, learning about agriculture and learning about agriculture
careers is important. Due to Covid protocols, in-class visits and school-wide composting were
suspended for 2020-2021.
The surveys were distributed during the school year 2020-2021. Surveys were distributed to:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Grade 3/4s students that were doing Little Green Thumbs;
Grade 6/7s students that had previously done Little Green Thumbs and still
participate in other AITC-NL activities and initiatives;
Parents of past Little Green Thumbs students,
and Grade 6/7 teachers of past Little Green Thumbs students
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Sample of results from Google Forms

Sponsorship and Funding Acquitions
AITC-NL/LGT would like to thank all its supporters for their contributions to the Program. All
contributions help us to reach more students every year in sharing the story of agriulture in our
Province. The development of virtual resources and visits have enabled AITC-NL/LGT to visits
classrooms that we were unable to visit before. The virtual world has given many more students
the opportunity to participate in our events, contests and activities.
We would like to thank the following organizations for their genereous support:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canadian Agricultural Partnership Program;
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada;
NL Department of Education-Official Languages in Education Program;
Farm Credit Canada;
Agriculture in the Classroom Saskatchewan- Little Green Thumbs National;
Agriculture In The Classroom Canada;
United Way NL (funding for promix and fertilizer);
Anthony Insurance;
VOCM Cares Foundation;
CanadaHelps: Kayla Minnett, Catherine Dempsey and Jill Yetman;
School Milk Foundation of NL;
Lester’s Farm Market;
NL Beekeeping Association;
Egg Farmers of NL;
Chicken Farmers of NL;
Exploits Meadow Farms;
D & D Farm;
Recon Development Cranberry Farm;
Cran-Pac Foods Ltd.;
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•
•

Lester’s Dairy Farm; and
N. Fagan Meats.

Grade 7-12 Initiatives and National Projects
A part-time staff person was hired from January 27 - March 31, 2021 to research, identify and
document junior/high schools and all grade school teachers and courses applicable to resources
that we have available to those grade levels. Thanks to the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a
full-time staff member was hired November 2021. The Outreach Coordinator is part-time with
AITC-NL and part-time with NL Young Farmers’ Forum. This position will enable us to reach
junior and high school students to create awareness of agriculture careers. We can also start to
bridge the educational gap in the areas of agriculture career information and the support for new
entrants/farmers in NL.
AITC-NL staff had a meeting with Todd Woodland, program director with the Department of
Education. AITC-NL was advised to target specific core curriculum and graduation requirements
that would be more in line with our resources. We then targeted French Immersion teachers,
Teachers of Career Development 2201 (Carriere vie 2231) and Social Studies 3201 (Sciences
Humaines 3231) and department heads.
AITC-NL continues to work with AITC-Canada on developing new resources for Junior High
and High Schools. AITC-NL has helped link programs and events to the NL curriculum. The
teachers’ portal under the resources section of AITC-NL’s website allows teachers to access
resources that are applicable to their grade level and subject area. AITC-NL has also delivered
resource packages to Junior High/High Schools in rural NL. We have also forwarded packages to
schools that have requested information on our available resources.
AITC-NL worked with AITC-Canada to update connectAG. This online resource invites
students in Grades 7 to 9 to explore Canadian agriculture by introducing them to farms and
farmers across Canadian provinces. It includes a variety of agricultural commodities, what they
produce and how they are linked to our food system. Understanding where and how our food is
produced and the opportunities and challenges our producers face is explored through a series of
discussion-prompting questions. This activity is aimed at engaging students – our future
consumers and farmers – in order to enhance their knowledge, understanding and appreciation of
agriculture and food, and provide them with a connection to the Canadian agriculture industry.
AITC-NL worked with AITC-Canada to launch thinkAG’s Career Case game. The goal of
the thinkAG Career Case game is to demonstrate the diversity, variety, and importance of careers
in agriculture. Through participation, students will have an increased awareness and interest
in the careers that are a part of the agriculture sector. Students will become more aware of the
diversity of skills, interests, experiences, and opportunities in agriculture. Diversity is a strength
in problem solving. The people in the agriculture community have a broad diversity of
interests, skills, education, and backgrounds which help to solve everyday problems. We hope
that by playing this game, students can begin to envision themselves and their diverse interests as
having a place in agriculture.
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AITC-NL works closely with AITC-Canada on Career and National Initiatives through
committees and provincial sharing sessions. Resources for teachers and students that are
developed by AITC-Canada staff are utilized by provincial members.
Journey 2050 takes students on a virtual simulation that explores world food sustainability. Using
an inquiry-based approach the program encourages students to make decisions and adjust them as
they see their impact on society, the environment and the economy on a local and global scale. The
students experience the lives of three farm families in Kenya, India, and Canada.
AITC-NL participated with schools across the province for this program. Nutrien is the sole
sponsor for this program, they delivered promotional items to AITC-NL. We participated in the
Journey 2050 and marketed it to teachers through social media and resource mailouts. AITC-NL
continues to work with Nutrien to share resources with teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador.

Career Case

ConnectAG
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G3 Grow Beyond Scholarship

Journey 2050

Kindergarten to Grade 6 Resources Development
AITC-NL YouTube Channel
Agriculture in the Classroom NL has posted many videos on our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa3wW--tzwBDo-tIYkKFZGQ/videos
The YouTube Channel includes Farm Tour videos, Recipe videos, student videos and Little
Green Thumbs instructional videos. These videos are great resources for teachers and students to
use in the classroom.
Resource Development
AITC-NL continues to develop resources with assistance from the AITC-NL Steering
Committee, agriculture professionals and the NLESD. During 2021, AITC-NL launched a
variety of new resources for events such as the Amazing Agriculture Adventure, Canada’s
Agriculture Day and Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month.
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Trade Shows and events
AITC-NL attended the virtual NL Federation of Agriculture’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)
events in January 2021. AITC-NL presented its annual report for 2020 on the NLFA website and
highlighted programs and events in a project update presentation.
Covid-19 changed the way people ‘attended’ meetings. AITC-NL took part in virtual events
throughout the year that were offered by partner organizations. AITC-NL were present at the
following events: NLFA Annual Virtual AGM and workshops, AITC-Canada’s Impact Sessions
Feedback Report, NLOWE Women Entrepreneurs Event (Women in AG), AAFC
Announcement for jobs for youth in agriculture, St. Matthews’ School grand opening celebration
of their greenhouse, AITC-Canada’s sharing sessions and AGM, Agriculture Climate Solutions
consultations, NL Young Farmers Forum Leadership Summit and Kids Eat Smart AGM.

St. Matthew’s School Greenhouse Opening

Agriculture in the Classroom Canada Sharing Sessions
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Amazing Agriculture Adventure
The Amazing Agriculture Adventure (AAA) typically occurs at the Agriculture Expos in the fall.
However, as in the previous year, AITC-NL brought the Amazing Agriculture Adventure to
classrooms across NL virtually. The virtual AAA took place November 22 to December 3, 2021.
Seventy-two grade 5 and 6 teachers from across the province signed up to participate. Teachers
were provided with a package that included video links to 12 farm tours and agriculture related
videos. Classes answered a series of questions based on whichever 4 videos they chose to watch.
Topics included: Food Safety, Chicken Farming, Berry Farming, Lester’s Farm Market tour,
Mark’s Market tour, Honey Bee Farm, Dairy Farm, Egg Processing, Soil and Plants, Plant
Adaptations, Technology in Agriculture and plant science.
Classes entered their answers to win a class prize. 10 winners were chosen and won The Seed
Detective kits. All participating classes that took part received a classroom activity package. The
10 winning classes were: Ms. Fowler- Victoria Academy; Ms. Titterington- Sacred Heart
Elementary; Ms. Carew- St. Kevin’s Junior High; Ms. Burton- Centreville Academy; Ms.
Barron- Holy Family Elementary; Ms. Pomeroy- St. Anne’s Academy; Ms. Brenton- Leary’s
Brook Junior High; Ms. Ropson- Mary Queen of Peace Elementary; Ms. Norman- Amalgamated
Academy; and Mr. Hutchings- Templeton Academy.
Teacher’s Comment:
“I loved that students were able to make real life connections to the places and farmers we were
introduced to. For example, all students in my class have been to Lester’s Farm Market, therefore
learning about the farm was more meaningful to them.”

Amazing Agriculture Adventure Social Media
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Rooting for Health Events 2021
Unfortunately, the Annual Rooting for Health event was cancelled due to school closures during
the Covid-19 pandemic. Rooting For Health was scheduled to take place in five schools on
March 18, 2021.
Rooting for Health is a partnership between Kids Eat Smart Foundation Newfoundland and
Labrador, Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture, Agriculture in the Classroom
NL, School Milk Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador, and Egg Farmers of
Newfoundland and Labrador. Rooting for Health helps school-aged children in our province
recognize the relationship between farming, food and their health.
The following schools were set to participate in 2021: St. Matthew’s School- St. Johns,
Woodland Elementary- Dildo, Memorial Academy- Botwood, Elwood Elementary- Deer Lake,
and A.P. Low Primary School- Labrador City.
Canada’s Agriculture Day – February 23, 2021

Canada’s Agriculture Day is a time to showcase all of the amazing things happening in our industry
and create a closer connection with consumers about where their food comes from and the people
who produce it. This year, Canada’s Agriculture Day was February 23, 2021.
The main focus of the virtual celebration for Canada Agriculture Day 2021 was to launch and
promote a new video about the journey of how food gets on our plates. The video takes a look at
the food system in Newfoundland and Labrador from the ground up (literally). The video
introduced students to products that are made in Newfoundland and Labrador. The video started
from the very beginning stages of food by learning about how the ingredients are grown, harvested
and processed for consumers. This included discussions on the importance of different agriculture
professionals throughout the planting and growing process in relation to the importance of healthy
soil, best seed varieties and food safety practices. The video highlighted food sustainability and
the importance of the Newfoundland and Labrador food system to society. Also featured were
local farmers discussing the importance of agriculture in our province, why they chose this career
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path, and the importance of supporting local agriculture. Chef Ross Larkin purchased the bulk of
the ingredients at the local market that provided products from several different producers and
prepared a meal that highlighted all local ingredients.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y__-_unFDs8&t=5s
AITC-NL, in collaboration with commodity partners hosted a social media campaign for all
students through AITC-NL’s social media platforms. As most classes in Newfoundland and
Labrador are permitted to use Twitter, this was the social media platform that was decided on.
Students were encouraged to enter the contest by tagging us on Twitter. This contest revolved
around celebrating local food, producers, and celebrating Canadian agriculture. This provided an
interactive environment for all teachers and students. It also had the added benefit of increasing
the number of followers on our social media platforms.
AITC-NL had six winners for this contest. These classes received The Seed Detective kit as a class
prize once we are able to safely send them to the schools. Winning classes included: ACMS Nanuit
in Labrador, Mary Queen of the World in Mount Pearl, Stella Maris Academy in Trepassey, St.
Matthew’s School in St. John’s, Valmont Academy in King’s Cove and Beachy Cove Elementary
in Portugal Cove-St. Philips.
AgMoreThanEver has been a huge supporter of this event and continues to do so by sharing our
events on their social media and has sent promotional items in the past.
In Newfoundland and Labrador, the following organizations partnered together to celebrate
Canada’s Agriculture Day 2021. All partners, where possible, will be engaged in spreading the
word and participating in the virtual Canada Agriculture Day celebration.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture in the Classroom Newfoundland and Labrador
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture
Agriculture in the Classroom Canada
Department of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture
Lester’s Farm Market
Chef Ross Larkin
St. John’s Farmers’ Market
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Twitter Activity re: Canada Agriculture Day

Facebook activity
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Canada Agriculture Day video; NLFA

Canada Agriculture Day Contest, Ms. Cobb’s Class, Labrador
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Canada Agriculture Day, Mme Walsh’s class, St. John’s

Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month 2021

Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month is a national initiative hosted by AITC-Canada. The event
was held in Newfoundland and Labrador March 1-31, 2021.
“Our Food. Our Story” was the theme for Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month. The 2021
celebration involved unique events across Canada.
On March 1, 2021, Agriculture in the Classroom Canada launched the celebrations with two live
farm tours with special guest, AAFC Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau. One tour was in English
with Jenna, a Dairy Producer in Quebec and the second was in French with Samuel, an Egg
Producer in Quebec. Students from across Canada were able to participate in the live farm tours
and ask the farmers and the Minister some questions. NL Teachers and their classes participated
in this event. If they were unable to join live, Teachers were sent the YouTube links, so they
could view at a later date.
AITC-NL hosted a virtual CALM Launch with Kelly Murrin’s grade 3 class at East Point
Elementary. AITC-NL along with Kim Wiseman of the NL Beekeeping Association presented to
two groups of students. During the presentation, the students watched Blossom’s Big Job and
were introduced to Kim Wiseman, who was the narrator of the animated storybook. Ms.
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Wiseman showed the students different pictures of her bees and she talked about how honey is
produced and how beekeepers collect it. Ms. Wiseman motivated the students to do a waggle
dance in order to demonstrate how bees communicate. When the Covid-19 situation improved,
we distributed a variety of resources including: books, activity books, stickers, tattoos and seeds
to participating classes.
Each week during CALM; AITC-NL sent a new Google Document to our teachers that they
could share with their students through their Google Classrooms. Each Google Document was
developed using different resources and activities that relate to each of the storybooks. We also
included partner websites that also related to each storybook, including a link to AITC-Canada’s
CALM celebration website.
Originally we planned to have volunteers virtually visit classrooms where we had volunteers set
up to do a variety of presentations throughout March. They included presentations with local
farmers, agriculture professionals, Nutrients for Life, Canada Agriculture, Food Museum and
more. However, when classes switched to online learning, we postponed these virtual
presentations.
AITC-NL worked with Vivid Communications (illustrators and writers of NL storybooks) and
the NL Beekeeping Association to bring Blossom’s Big Job to life. AITC-NL partnered with the
NL Beekeeping Association to get real beekeepers to voice the characters of the queen and the
narrator (Catherine Dempsey and Kim Wiseman). Kim Wiseman, of the NLBKA, assisted in
finding two experienced theatre students to voice the characters of Blossom and Daisy. We
followed all Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions during the recording sessions. AITC-NL
launched the animated version of Blossom on March 1st.
YouTube link for animated Blossom’s Big Job:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEVcziAmpko
Teacher’s Comments:
“Thank you, thank you, thank you for a wonderful presentation! I am not sure if you could tell
but my students were very excited! I snapped a few pictures of them during the presentation that
are attached to this email.
Have a good one.”
“Hey folks! Didn’t get a chance to read this out or reply today!! The kids loved having you.
Thanks again for joining us.
We appreciate all of the wonderful things you both are doing. So awesome.”
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Facebook Activity

Twitter Activity
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Ms. Murrin’s Class, CALM

Virtual Presentations during CALM
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Ms. Oickle’s class, Brian Peckford Primary, CALM

Virtual Presentations, CALM
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Adia, voice of Daisy in Blossom’s Big Job animated.

Bee Creative Literacy Contest
AITC-NL partnered with the Newfoundland and Labrador Beekeeping Association (NLBKA)
and Egg Farmers of Newfoundland and Labrador (EFNL) to host the Bee Creative Literacy
Contest for NL kindergarten to grade 6 classes in April 2021. AITC-NL was celebrating the
release of their digitally animated storybook, “Blossom’s Big Job”. Blossom was brought to life
with the help of the NLBKA.
This year, thanks to the NLBKA, there were 16 winning classes that received beehives to
decorate. The winning classes had the opportunity to decorate the beehive anyway that they
chose (school mascot, school colors, etc.) Then, the beehive was returned to the participating
Beekeeper’s farm where it will be taken care of in the name of the school/class.
The 16 winning classes were: Ms. R. Whalen and Ms. D. Whalen at Carbonear Academy, Mme.
Penney at Elizabeth Park Elementary, Mr. Foley at Larkhall Academy, Ms. Finn at Topsail
Elementary, Ms. Harnum and Ms. Howell at Tricon Elementary, Ms. Hookey at Catalina
Elementary, Ms. Howlett and Ms. Vatcher at MacDonald Drive Elementary, Ms. Murrin at East
Point Elementary, Ms. Bishop at St. Matthew’s School, Ms. Meehan at Mary Queen of the
World, Ms. Oickle at Brian Peckford Primary, Ms. Reilly at St. Catherine’s Academy and Ms.
Nadeau at Bayside Academy.
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Carbonear Academy

Catalina Elementary

St. Matthew’s School

Elizabeth Park Elementary
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Larkhall Academy

Carbonear Academy

Agriculture in the Classroom Canada
“Agriculture in every classroom, inspiring every student”
Agriculture in the Classroom NL is a proud member of Agriculture in the Classroom Canada.
Agriculture in the Classroom Canada (AITC-C), along with its ten provincial member
organizations, provides educational experiences that foster a passion for lifelong
learning through collaboration, creativity, critical thinking and communication by sharing
Canada’s remarkable agriculture and food story.
With our network of partners, stakeholders and volunteers, we provide accurate, balanced and
current, curriculum-linked resources for students at all grade levels to
create meaningful connections to agriculture and food.
We entrust our provincial members to deliver our national initiatives, including
Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month and our exploratory, career-focused thinkAG initiative, as
well as to distribute our national teaching resources, the Canadian Educator’s Matrix
and snapAG information sheets. We are so thankful to have such an insightful and dedicated
board of directors and provincial member organizations.
“We are proud of the relationship that Agriculture in the Classroom NL has built with educators,
agriculture sector professionals and the public in Newfoundland and Labrador,” said Johanne
Ross, Executive Director of AITC-C. “Our provincial members are the trusted boots on the
ground, being the delivery network between classrooms and agriculture education resources and
programs. Together, we are stronger, with more reach and impact with collaboration
and coordination amongst the provinces bringing AITC Canada the provincial connection we
need to succeed.”
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Without the AITC provincial members, Agriculture in the Classroom-Canada would not be able
to reach more than two million students across Canada each year.

Agriculture in the Classroom Canada CALM Wrap-up video
Conclusion
AITC-NL revised its usual way of achieving its objectives for the past school year, but AITC-NL
managed to continue to connect youth to agriculture through education. We attribute the success
of the AITC-NL and LGT programs in Newfoundland and Labrador to hands-on support
provided by the AITC-NL Coordinator, LGT Coordinator, and the Outreach Coordinator.
AITC-NL would like to extend a BIG ‘thank you’ to our dedicated teachers, school
administrators, wonderful volunteers, Steering Committee members in particular our class
mentors across Newfoundland and Labrador. We would not have this success without them!

