Annual Report
January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020

Greeting from our Co-chairs, Michelle Lester and Terrilynn Robbins
2020 has been a difficult year for everyone. Agriculture In the Classroom NL (AITC-NL) started
off the year with great success. We had 164 Little Green Thumbs and 62 Little Green Sprouts up
and running in classrooms across the province.
Canada’s Ag Day was celebrated on February 11, 2020 at Stephenville Primary in Stephenville.
This event gave the Canadian Agriculture Industry the opportunity to celebrate coast to coast; a
time to celebrate and create a closer connection between Canadians, our food and the people who
produce it. Students, school staff, volunteers and booth holders/exhibitors/special guests
participated in this special day.
The event included a trade show in the gym with interactive educational booths, locally made
lunch with local ingredients, and a performance by Kacie Callahan. K to 12 teachers and students
also participated in a Twitter contest.
March started off with Canadian Agriculture Month when farmers, industry representatives and
community volunteers visited Grade K to 6 classrooms across NL to read our agriculture-based
story books “Reggie’s Technology Adventure” (NL’s newest storybook), “Blossom’s Big Job”,
“Alex’s First Seed”, and “What’s Growing Around Us?”.
When schools closed due to the pandemic in mid-March, AITC-NL pivoted to a virtual delivery
of our programs. A plan was developed to implement our activities and get our resources and
message out in the new reality. Social media and Google Classroom were the platforms we used
to stay connected with our teachers, school administrators, students, parents and the general
public.
Some of our virtual activities were: culinary videos; development of theme weeks such as
National Volunteer Week, Worm Week, Recipe Week, Planting Week, Bee Week, and Virtual
Spirit; contests; Amazing Agriculture Adventure (AAA); animation of “Blossom Big Job”; and a
revised logo and new website.
It has been a very different year and we miss the classroom visits and public events. AITC-NL
will strive to stay connected with our teachers and students to keep them engaged in agriculture
education through whatever means possible.
AITC-NL envisions our future delivery of programs and resources as a hybrid of face-to-face
visits, activities and events, as well as, virtual processes. We have realized over this past 9
months that with virtual delivery we have reached many teachers, parents and students that we
would have not been able to reach in the past.
WE ARE READY FOR IT!
We would like to thank our teachers, parents, volunteers and staff for “Staying the Course”.
Stay safe and healthy and always keep growing!
Michelle and Terrilynn
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Annual Report 2020
Vision:
Our vision is to connect youth to agriculture through education.
Mission Statement:
AITC-NL will take a leadership role in developing competencies and offering educational
programs and resources that promote agriculture awareness in youth. AITC-NL will deliver the
message that agriculture is an important contributor to our economy, the health of our
communities, and the sustainability of our food system.

Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) Steering Committee
A Steering Committee for the AITC was designated in January 2011 and is comprised of the
following representatives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture (NLFA)
Department of Fisheries and Land Resources
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
Department of Education
Stakeholder Organizations

Steering Committee Members:
Eugene Legge – NLFA
Melvin Rideout – NLFA
Michelle Lester – NLFA
Rodney Reid – NLFA
Terrilynn Robbins – NLFA
Luke Strong – NLFA
Philip Smallwood - NLFA
Crystal Anderson Baggs – Dept. of Fisheries and Land Resources
Cindy MacDonald – Dept. of Fisheries and Land Resources
Ellen Coady – Department of Education
Lesley Cowan – AAFC
Suzanne Hawkins – Food First NL
Zach Young – School Milk Foundation of NL
Agriculture in the Classroom Staff:
Maureen Foley – Little Green Thumbs Coordinator
Chelsea Foley – Agriculture In The Classroom NL Coordinator
Kalysha Snow – Marketing/Promotions Coordinator
Nicole Parrell – Financial/Office Manager
This annual report will give an overview of all the projects and events that AITC-NL delivered
from January 1, 2020 until December 31, 2020. Agriculture in the Classroom NL’s sustaining
partner is the Canadian Agricultural Partnership program.
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Agriculture in the Classroom NL (AITC-NL) continues to deliver agriculture education in a fun,
interactive, hands-on, and inquiry-based learning manner.
The AITC-NL program continues to expand and reach our goal of connecting students from K to
12 with agriculture. Our program is only as strong as the dedication and passion from the
members of the AITC-NL Steering Committee and our volunteers. AITC-NL had over 400
volunteers last year assisting us in achieving our success with all our programs and events
throughout the year.
We would like to thank our major partners the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of
Agriculture and Canadian Agricultural Partnership program. We would like to thank the
community partners, sponsors, and business/commodities that support our program. We would
also like to thank the teachers and administrators from all the schools across Newfoundland and
Labrador that opened up their classrooms to us.
Social Media Accounts/websites
Facebook: Agriculture in the Classroom NL: https://www.facebook.com/AITCNL
Twitter: @AITCNL
Instragram: @aitcnl
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa3wW--tzwBDo-tIYkKFZGQ/videos
Website: www.aitcnl.ca
Canada’s Agriculture Day – February 11, 2020

Background of Event:
On February 11, 2020, Canadian agriculture representatives from coast to coast celebrated
Canada’s Agriculture Day – a time to celebrate and create a closer connection between Canadians,
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our food and the people who produce it. This marks the third year the industry has dedicated a
day to celebrating agriculture and the people in the industry across the country.
Partners:
In Newfoundland and Labrador the following organizations have partnered to celebrate Canadian
Agriculture Day 2020:
- Agriculture in the Classroom (lead role)
- Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture
- Agriculture in the Classroom Canada
- School Milk Foundation of NL/ Dairy Farmers of Newfoundland and Labrador
- Robbins Family Farm & Gardens
- Chicken Farmers of Newfoundland and Labrador
- Egg Farmers of Newfoundland and Labrador
- Cranberry Association NL
- Farm Credit Canada
- Ag More Than Ever
- Department of Fisheries and Land Resources
- Kids Eat Smart
- NL Beekeeping Association
- College of the North Atlantic
Activities
In Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada’s Agriculture Day was celebrated at Stephenville
Primary in Stephenville on Tuesday, February 11, 2020.
In attendance were three hundred and fifty students (kindergarten to Grade 3), forty school staff
and volunteers and twenty booth holders/exhibitors/special guests.
Students had the opportunity to visit booths on nutrition tips and facts, local produce, chickens,
vermi-composting, cranberries, and beekeeping as well as interacted with local farmers, industry
representatives and agriculture representatives.
After students visited the booths, they went to their classrooms for a local lunch prepared by
Chef D’arcy Butler and the culinary students at the College of the North Atlantic. The local
lunch included a chicken wrap, apple, blueberry muffin, yogurt, and milk. Local ingredients were
provided by Chicken Farmers of NL, Campbellton Berry Farm, and School Milk Foundation of
NL. All students received a Canada’s Agriculture Day placemat, as well as stickers, activities
and tattoos. After lunch, students returned to the gym for entertainment provided by Kacie
Callahan, an ECE and MusicNL nominee for Music Educator of the Year. The students really
enjoyed being able to interact with Kacie and move around/dance after lunch.
AITC-NL in collaboration with our commodity partners, hosted a social media campaign for all
teachers. The campaign was launched through our Twitter and was posted on our Facebook page
to advertise. It was a Twitter contest where teachers were encouraged to let us know how they
were going to celebrate Canada’s Agriculture Day in their classrooms. They were asked to tag us
@AITCNL and #CdnAgDay to share their photo with us. The prize was a AITC-NL resource kit
including story books, activity books, What’s In Your Lunchbox activity, stickers, and tattoos
and a tablet for their class. The winner of the Twitter contest was Laura Oickle at Brain Peckford
Primary.
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Social Media and coverage:
Facebook and Twitter posts:
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Chef D’arcy Butler of CNA

NL Beekeeping Association

Dept of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture

Robbins Family Farm & Gardens
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Cranberry Association of NL

Vermi-composting

Kacie Callahan performing for the students

Rooting for Health Events 2020
Unfortunately, the 11th Annual Rooting for Health was cancelled due to the school closures
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Rooting For Health was to happen at 5 schools on March 19,
2020.
Rooting for Health is a partnership between Kids Eat Smart Foundation Newfoundland and
Labrador, Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture, Agriculture in the Classroom
Program, the School Milk Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador, and the Egg Farmers of
Newfoundland and Labrador.
Rooting for Health helps school aged children in our Province recognize the relationship
between farming, food and their health. After breakfast, children visited local farmers who were
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set up in the school gymnasiums. The children asked plenty of questions about where food
comes from and learned about how food makes it to their breakfast table.
The following schools were set to participate in 2020: St. Matthew’s School- St. Johns,
Woodland Elementary- Dildo, Memorial Academy- Botwood, Elwood Elementary- Deer Lake,
and A.P. Low Primary School- Labrador City.

Students at Rooting For Health (pictures from 2019)

Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month 2020

Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month (CALM) is a national initiative hosted by AITC Canada.
The event was held in Newfoundland and Labrador March 1-31, 2020. Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19, CALM was interrupted on March 17th.
“Our Food. Our Story” is the theme for Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month. The 2020
celebration involved unique events across Canada. Farmers, industry representatives and
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community volunteers visited Grade K to 6 classrooms across NL to read “Reggie’s Technology
Adventure” (NL’s newest storybook), “Blossom’s Big Job”, “Alex’s First Seed”, “What’s
Growing Around Us?”, or “Reggie’s Technology Adventure” is a story that introduces Reggie, a
student doing a project about technology in agriculture. Students get to follow Reggie on his
adventure as he learns about how technology has helps to advance the productivity of the
agriculture industry. Reggie explores technology in dairy farming, drone usage, and an egg
processing plant. The visitors also shared their personal agriculture experiences and stories with
the students and discussed the importance of agriculture to our province.
AITC-NL partnered with Exploits Meadow Farms and Eggs NL in a “Bee Creative” Contest that
would run March 1-31, 2020. Teachers were to send in agricultural literary works (poems,
comics, stories) from their students and classes for a chance to win one of eight bee hives in their
schools’ name that were donated by the NL Beekeeping Association. The contest was also
cancelled with hopes to resume in 2021.
During this month there were 104 volunteers signed up to visit 295 classes and read to 6,696
students at 54 schools, daycares and after school programs. The amount of students and
volunteers that were signed up to be involved in Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month 2020 has
increased from previous years.
VOCM’s On Target with Linda Swain featured Agriculture in the Classroom NL and Canadian
Agriculture Literacy Month with guests Christ Wright (AITC-Canada) and Rebecca Williams
(Pond View Farms). https://soundcloud.com/vocm/thursday-march-5th-chelsea-foleyrebeccawilliams-christa-wright-agriculture-literacy-month?in=vocm/sets/on-target-st-johns-with-linda
After schools closed indefinitely, AITC-NL sent out emails to all teachers/volunteers that had
signed up to participate to let them know CALM and the Bee Creative Contest were postponed.
AITC-NL provided them with links to online resources available on our websites/partners
websites that could be done at home. AITC-NL also provided this information on our social
media platforms; Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. AITC-NL also delivered CALM kits to a
couple of parents/teachers in neighbourhoods in the St. John’s/Paradise area. AITC-NL delivered
all story books and a CALM kit to a substitute teacher in Paradise and she started a virtual
reading group on Facebook where she read stories and hosted activities for children at home. She
read all our story books over a period of time. On Friday, March 27th, she read Reggie’s
Technology Adventure and had over 100 accounts watching.

CALM Launch

VOCM- On Target
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Cowan Heights Elementary

Question and Discussion with Rebecca Williams

GoodLife Fitness- St. Matthew’s School

Reading with Ms. Dani on Facebook Live
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Career Expo
This year, AITC-NL was to host a Career Expo at O’Donel High School in Mount Pearl with
approximately 250 students from O’Donel High School and Mount Pearl Senior High School.
The Career Expo was planned to run similar to last year’s and AITC-NL had booth lined up to
participate including Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Academy Canada, Chef Andie Bulman,
Dalhousie University, College of the North Atlantic, AITC-Canada, Department of Fisheries and
Land Resources, Lester’s Farm Market and AITC-NL. O’Donel had to reschedule the original
March 13th date as they had a PD Day come up. However, in planning a new date, schools were
closed indefinitely.
Career Initiatives and National Projects
AITC-NL is working with AITC-Canada to update and expand on connectAG, a national
resource that provides case studies on farmers from across Canada. This resource lets students
explore Canadian agriculture by putting them in the shoes of the farmers profiled. AITCCanada’s Resources, Initiatives and Programs Committee is working on new profiles and
expanding the resource for online use in 2021.
AITC-NL is on the Career Quest Working Group to finalize the Career Quest game to be
launched during CALM 2021. Career Quest will provide students with scenarios about
agriculture and then students will make decisions about what careers in agriculture would be
needed to meet the goals of their scenario.
AITC-NL works closely with AITC-Canada on Career and National Initiatives through
committees and provincial sharing sessions. Resources for teachers and students that are
developed by AITC-Canada staff are utilized by provincial members.

Journey 2050
Journey 2050 takes students on a virtual simulation that explores world food sustainability. Using
an inquiry based approach the program encourages students to make decisions and adjust them as
they see their impact on society, the environment and the economy on a local and global scale. The
students experience the lives of three farm families in Kenya, India, and Canada.
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AITC-NL participated with schools across the province for this program. Nutrien is the sole
sponsor for this program, they delivered promotional items to AITC-NL. We participated in the
Journey 2050 and marketed it to teachers through social media and resource mailouts. AITC-NL
continues to work with Nutrien to share resources with teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador.

Trade Shows and events
AITC-NL attended the NL Federation of Agriculture’s AGM events in January 2020. AITC-NL
presented its annual report for 2019 and highlighted programs and events in a project update
presentation.
The Agriculture Expos and Humber Valley Fall Fair were cancelled in 2020 due to Covid-19.
Agriculture in the Classroom NL held a Virtual Amazing Agriculture Adventure (AAA) as it
would normally occur at the Agriculture Expos.
Covid-19 changed the way people “attended” meetings. AITC-NL attended virtual events
throughout the year that were offered by partner organizations. AITC-NL attended the following
events: Farm to Cafeteria Grants webinar, AITC-Canada’s virtual sharing conference, Accurate
Ag Book Panel, virtual Open Farm Day, FCC webinar on Burnout, Kids Eat Smart AGM and
Food First NL AGM. AITC-NL also presented on careers in agriculture at the Skills Canada
NL’s Skilled Future in Agriculture event. This event allowed AITC-NL to connect with youth
about the variety of careers that are available in the agriculture and food sector.

12

Amazing Agriculture Adventure
The Amazing Agriculture Adventure (AAA) typically occurs at the Agriculture Expos in the fall.
However, this year, AITC-NL brought the Amazing Agriculture Adventure to classrooms across
NL virtually. The virtual AAA took place November 23 to 27, 2020. 46 Grade 5 and 6 teachers
from across the province signed up to participate. Teachers were provided with a package that
including video links to 8 farm tours and agriculture related videos and the classes answered a
series of questions based on whichever 4 videos they chose. Topics included in the farm tours
videos were Food Safety, Chicken Farming, Berry Farming, Lester’s Farm Market tour, Mark’s
Market tour, Honey Bee Farm, Dairy Farm, and Egg Processing.
Each class that participated entered to win a class prize. 10 winners were chosen, however all
classes that participated received a participation prize. The 10 winning classes were: Ms.
Fowler’s class- Cloud River Academy, Ms. Edwards’ class- Holy Name of Mary, Ms.
Hutchings’ class- Acreman Elementary, Mr. Husk’s class- MacDonald Drive Elementary, Ms.
Young’s class- St. Matthew’s School, Ms. Kelly’s class- Elizabeth Park Elementary, Ms.
Mitchell’s class- Fortune Bay Academy, Ms. Nadeau’s class- Bayside Academy, Ms. Tilley’s
class- Northern Lights Academy and Mr. Wade’s class- St. Mary’s Elementary.
Teacher comment:
I just wanted to share a brief thought. I think continuing with a virtual option to participate is a
great idea. If the expo had to have gone ahead this year in one of the three locations that you
mentioned none of my students would have been able to participate as we live in a rural area
and very few students travel to town. There are also no farms in our community so watching your
videos was some of the students first exposures to life and work on a farm. Continuing in a
virtual way allows you to reach a much bigger audience.
Thanks for allowing us to participate! We had a lot of fun!
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Ashley Abbott; Stella Maris Academy

Northern Lights Academy

Northern Lights Academy

Acreman Elementary

AAA Teachers Package

Agriculture in the Classroom Virtual Plan
Agriculture in the Classroom NL had to pivot its way of delivering programs and events to the
students when schools closed in March due to Covid-19. AITC-NL’s virtual plan has proven to
be effective and engaging in classrooms across NL.
AITC-NL added the storybooks and activity sheets to www.aitcnl.ca so students could use them
at home. AITC-NL also added resource links to various partner websites for at-home learning.
Theme weeks based on agriculture resources were developed. Theme weeks included: Worm
Week, Recipe Week, Planting Week, Bee Week, and Virtual Spirit Week/Harvest Celebrations.
Teachers in NL were using Google Classrooms to connect with their parents and students.
Teachers were supplied with a simple document each week to post on their Google Classrooms,
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based on the theme of the week, outlining our social media plans, videos contests, activities and
links for online resources. Teachers loved this method as it was a simple way to pass along a lot
of information to parents and students and was easy to incorporate into their weekly plans. (*See
Little Green Thumbs Virtual Plan section for more information on theme weeks).
AITC-NL hosted an online contest that launched on May 1st at the outset of these theme weeks.
During the inaugural worm week, AITC-NL announced the ‘Worm for a Day’ contest where
students (K-6) were encouraged to use their imagination of what it would be like to be a vermicomposting worm for a day in a composting bin. The contest ran from May 1st-29th. AITC-NL
spent the worm theme week sharing information about vermi-composting, such as the
importance of composting, how to build your own vermi-composting kit, the benefits of vermicompost, and how to harvest vermi-compost. Worm week gave students some ideas for their
contest entries, but it also got them interested in wanting to learn more about worms and how
important they are for growing plants/crops.
The contest gained a lot of attention and ended up being mentioned by Premier Dwight Ball
during the provincial Covid-19 update on May 6th. The following day VOCM posted an article
about Agriculture in the Classroom NL and the efforts made to promote composting and
agriculture education. AITC-NL staff had posted a video of themselves dressed as bananas
(worms love banana peels) singing a song about compost, “Take me out to the compost”. This
contest provided students with something creative and educational to do while they were at
home. There were over 100 entries for the contest. Winners of the Worm For A Day contest
received gardening kits and all participants received a resource kit from AITC-NL.
AITC-NL YouTube Channel
Agriculture in the Classroom NL has posted many videos on our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa3wW--tzwBDo-tIYkKFZGQ/videos
The YouTube Channel includes Farm Tour videos, Recipe videos, student videos and Little
Green Thumbs instructional videos. These videos are great resources for teachers and students to
use in the classroom.
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Samples of graphics from Bee Week and Worm Week

Samples of graphics from Spirit Week and Planting Week

Worm For A Day Contest and Winners Announcement
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Worm For A Day Contest

VOCM article featuring AITC-NL’s contest

New logo and Website
Agriculture in the Classroom NL (AITC-NL) excitedly launched their new logo and website on
September 21st, 2020. The new logo includes the addition of NL (Newfoundland and Labrador)
to represent the beautiful province where AITC-NL connects youth to agriculture through
education.
The new website: www.aitcnl.ca is more user and mobile friendly. AITC-NL’s goal for a new
website is to make agriculture education more accessible to the teachers, students and the public
of Newfoundland and Labrador. The website includes agriculture resources, links, activities, and
storybooks that can be used to increase knowledge of agriculture in Newfoundland and Labrador.
Farm Tours that provide a virtual on-farm experience for teachers and students are also featured
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on the website. AITC-NL is expanding their online resources library as learning in the classroom
and learning at home continues to evolve.
“Students are getting to know and understand the importance of agriculture – as an economic
driver and as a source of nourishment to communities across the province – in Newfoundland
and Labrador, thanks to the ongoing efforts of Agriculture in the Classroom NL. The new
resources now available will help students become ambassadors as we build and strengthen
Canadian agriculture today and into the future.” -The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Federal
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food.
“Agriculture in the Classroom NL does a fantastic job promoting our province’s agriculture
industry and the people who work hard every day to put food on our tables; more importantly, it
gives students in Newfoundland and Labrador a sense of where their food actually comes from.
AITC-NL’s new, user-friendly website is loaded with ideas and activities that help promote
agriculture resources and activities, from upcoming agriculture events and farm tours to
classroom resources and volunteer opportunities. I encourage everyone to check out the site and
thank the folks at AITC-NL for their great work.” Honourable Elvis Loveless, Minister of
Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture.
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LITTLE GREEN THUMBS PROGRAM
Background
Little Green Thumbs is a program within the Agriculture in the Classroom Newfoundland and
Labrador (AITC-NL) program. AITC NL is a registered Canadian charity. AITC-NL is hosted
by the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture (NLFA).
The Little Green Thumbs (LGT) program is an indoor gardening program, currently in its 9th
year, for primary and elementary students. It gives the students and teachers the opportunity to
become food producers right in their own classroom.
Little Green Sprouts (LGS) was introduced to teachers in January 2019. It is a junior Little Green
Thumbs program. It is a gardening program for grades K to 2 that includes a smaller system for
micro-greens (lettuce, herbs, etc). It enables our younger students to care for their own garden.
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LGT/LGS teachers have commented that students’ interest has definitely increased in science,
agriculture and environmental stewardship from participating in the Little Green Thumbs (LGT)
and the Little Green Sprouts programs. LGT/LGS is a hands-on inclusive program that has
encouraged children to learn about and celebrate science, agriculture and the environmental
stewardship in various ways such as: reading books about farming, watching virtual farm tours
and agriculture videos, participating in their own LGT/LGS gardens, participating in culinary
sessions and harvest celebrations and presentations and activities. Interest in local food, where
their food comes from and local farmers has also been increased through presentations, support
and visits from our local farmers, gardeners, agriculture representatives, chefs and greenhouse
operators. Students have conducted research and have experimented with other gardening system
(comparing growing results), seeds, fertilizer, indoor and outdoor gardens planting and
composting processes. In an average school year, students really love visitors to their classroom.
They learn a lot from farmers’ hands-on agriculture experiences and get the opportunity to share
their experiences with planting/gardens and love to talk about their LGT and LGS gardens.

Overview of LGTs and LGSs – January 2020– March 2020








164 Little Green Thumbs gardens 184 LGT teachers
3800 LGT students
80 vermi-composting kits/poster
62 Little Green Sprouts gardens
1100 LGS students
Gardens in 112 primary/elementary schools
LGT mentors – 45

The gardens have inspired conversations about nutrition, healthy eating, cooking and planting.
Children who grow their own food are much more willing to try new foods. The Little Green
Thumbs and Sprouts gardens have become the focal point of the classroom. Many outdoor school
community gardens have grown from the these classroom gardens. Students have their families
participating in growing at home and have developed home and community gardens with the skills
they have acquired through the LGT’s program.
Ongoing support has been provided for all teachers throughout the entire school by the Little Green
Thumbs coordinator, volunteer mentors, LGT National office and other teachers. There is a
national website www.littlegreenthumbs.org.

Other Activities
- LGT/LGS presented at NL Federation of Agriculture’s Annual General Meeting and
hosted a two-day LGS booth for their members. 4 LGS gardens sponsorships were
secured for the next school year.
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LGT/LGS participated in Canada’s Ag Day event at Stephenville Primary hosting two
booths and conducted a vermi-composting setup and presentation to Grade 3 class.
Other booths were: beekeeping; vermi-composting; local farmers; Kids Eat Smart;
Cranberries; Food game and soil booth.
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LGT/LGS classes participated in Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month before the
schools closed on March 16, 2020, due to Covid 19.

The Pen Pal Project
In the school year 2019-2020, seventeen LGT classes participated in the Pen Pal initiative. This
was a national initiative. NL classes were matched with another LGT class in another province. It
gave students the opportunity to learn about other areas of Canada as well as discover the history
of their own province. The 2020 Little Green Pen Pals, gave LGT’s students the opportunity to
participate in cultural exchange, inquiry-based learning and literacy, as well as build friendships
across Canada. Many skills were developed such as: writing; technology; research; reading
comprehension; social and emotional; collaboration; and geography.
Each class took on the task of discovering where their pen pals were located – in what province
and what city. Teachers and students were encouraged to communicate information about their
home province and city through hand written letters and drawings (which they sent through the
mail), emails, photos, videos, and skype session. They shared information about their culture,
weather, city or town their school was located and stories of their gardens and harvest
celebrations.
Comments:
“This has been a great experience for my grade 3 students for the past 2 years. We did authentic
letter writing and they could not wait to receive an email and a letter by regular mail. Getting a
pic of their friend was a highlight. Guessing where they live was a good way to learn a little bit
more about Canada. I recommend this opportunity for sure.”
Nancy Ryan, Grade 3
St. Matthews School
St. John’s, NL
“They became our friends throughout the year. The kids really enjoyed this extended project.
They looked forward to receiving their ‘snail mail’ letters and they also looked forward to
hearing from their teachers to see if they figured out our clues!”
LGT teacher in Saskatchewan
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Brian Peckford Primary delivering Pen Pal letters to the mail
Vermi-composting
Little Green Thumb’s vermi-composting program is in its 4th school year with 80 worm kits in
LGT classrooms across Newfoundland and Labrador. The in-class vermi-composting program
has encouraged entire schools to develop and increase their composting programs, thereby
assisting in the management of their school waste. Many students have also started composting
at home.
Teachers have noticed that students are bringing in healthier snacks and lunches so they can feed
healthy scraps and leftovers to their class worms. The students’ dedication and thoughtfulness
has been just amazing! Some students volunteered to take home the worms to take care of them,
during this extended school closure.
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Overview of LGT/LGS Virtual Plan – April To June 2020
When school closed March 17, AITC-NL and LGT developed a virtual plan to keep in contact
with our LGT/LGS teachers, students and parents and to keep the program alive.
When school closed, we distributed short and long-term options to teachers for LGT/LGS
gardens and vermi-composting, provided weekly correspondence and support to our teachers
and parents. Some teachers took their gardens home and some had to dismantle. We also started
daily Twitter Post to share pictures of LGT/LGS gardens, information, resources, activities and
stories.
LGTs consulted with our teachers to identify the best way to stay connected with students
throughout the school closure. Teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador began using Google
Classrooms and that is how LGT stayed connected with teachers, students and parents.
LGT/LGS students participated in theme weeks based on agriculture resources were developed.
Theme weeks included: Worm Week, Recipe Week, Planting Week, Bee Week, and Virtual
Spirit Week/Harvest Celebrations.
Over a period of 5 weeks, 4900 LGT/LGS students (each week) received information,
resources, activities, contest information, videos, agriculture games through Google
Classrooms.
Google Classroom Process – LGT/LGS teachers were supplied with a simple document each
week, based on the theme of the week, outlining our social media plans, videos contests,
activities and links for online resources. Teachers loved this method as it was a simple way to
pass along a lot of information to parents and students and was easy to incorporate into their
weekly plans.
Some of the resources/activities that were shared on Google Classroom were:













Soil and Plant video
Alex’s First Seed book and activity
Blossom’s Big Job book and activity
Culinary Videos – pesto pasta, blueberry and strawberry smoothies, dill dip,
hummus
Recipes
Bee Odessey
Contests- “Worm for a Day”, T-shirt design, Song Challenge, Waggle Dance
Challenge
Vermi-composting poster
Planting tips
Reggie Technology Adventure Storybook
Farm tours
Career video
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Bee Week
During Bee Week we shared information on Google Classroom on bee resources and activities
including: Blossom Big Job; activity sheets, Bee Odyssey from Canada Agriculture & Food
Museum. AITC-NL consulted with the NL Beekeeping Association in regards to information
shared.

Worm Week
AITC-NL and LGT shared information about vermi-composting, such as the importance of
composting, how to build your own vermi-composting kit, the benefits of vermi-compost, and
how to harvest vermi-compost. Worm week gave students some ideas for their contest entries,
but it also got them interested in wanting to learn more about worms and how important they are
for growing plants/crops.

Recipe Week/Culinary Videos
As we could not visit classrooms, we developed culinary videos with local chef, Andie Bulman.
She filmed these recipes in her home and used short and simple recipes that our LGT/LGS
students could try at home. These were also shared on social media, the website and YouTube
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channel during Recipe Week. Recipe Week also included sharing the national LGT recipe book
and challenging student to create their own smoothies.

Planting Week
During Planting Week, we shared information to LGT/LGS students on Google Classroom on:
How to make your own newspaper paper pots to start growing seeds; a Seed Starter Log; What
plants need to grow; Eat a Rainbow of fresh fruits and vegetables!; Check out LGT’s Saladbration story and activity sheets; Living necklace activity; and How to make Seed Balls.
LGT/LGS teachers, parents and students shared their planting at home pictures and stories in our
“Growing at Home” Gallery on our Facebook page. This was a successful way to connect with
students and teachers as a lot of people started planting at home as a hobby during the spring of
2020. Students, parents and teachers from all across Newfoundland and Labrador were able to
share with us and others what they were growing at home during the pandemic.
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Spirit Week/Harvest Celebration
As students were not in their classrooms, we developed a Virtual LGT/LGS Harvest Celebration.
Little Green Thumbs hosted a LGT t-shirt contest as we were not able to provide Little Green
Thumbs student with their T-shirts due to Covid-19. We celebrated World Milk Day with the
School Milk Foundation of NL. AITC-NL shared the storybook Reggie’s Technology
Adventure: This story follows Reggie as he explores the different types of technology used in
the agriculture industry:
http://www.aitcnl.ca/assets/PDFs/NLFA040Reggies-Technology-Adventure.pdf
French Version: https://aitc.sk.ca/Portals/0/INNO/resources/ClassResources/ReggiesTechnology-FR.pdf
Encouraged students to watch our Farm Tours on our website. Students were able to explore
different types of farms from across NL including learning about technology in agriculture,
agriculture practices, a berry farm, honey bee farm, vegetable farm, and many more!
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LGT/LGS School Year 2020-2021
At this time, there are no visitors allowed in schools in Newfoundland and Labrador and we
expect it to remain that way until June 2020. We are working diligently to deliver our virtual plan
in an educational, hands-on and interactive way.
LGT and LGS teachers have gone above and beyond to be able to set up their gardens this year.
79% of our teachers have found a way.
Gardens’ Update









129 of the 164 LGT garden have started
49 of the 62 LGS gardens have started
The other could not operate this year because of space restrictions/social distancing due
to the Covid 19 pandemic
4 new LGT gardens have been provided
9 new LGS gardens have been provided.
Replenishment supplies have been sent to all gardens.
Virtually assistance to teachers for garden setups.
Personal calls for setup and gardening advise.

Resources and Activities
LGTs distributed LGT national videos for set up of gardens via e-mail and on AITC-NL’s
YouTube Channel.
Classroom activity kits will be mailed/delivered to schools (mystery seed kits, living necklace,
NPK bracelet, root viewer, books, activity books). LGT and AITC will use these activity kits to
send out to classrooms before virtual classroom presentations. LGT and AITC-NL will be able to
do presentations in classrooms through Google Classroom.
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National Videos
The LGT National Office has been working on educational videos. We have reviewed the K-6
curriculum links to ensure that virtual resources are of benefit to our teachers and will be used in
the classrooms, either face to face or virtual (Google Classroom).
We have consulted with LGT and LGS teachers and they like the videos and feel they would be
of value and they would definitely use them to support their class lesson plans. We will be using
the National LGT videos this school year. We have distributed the “Soil and Plants” Video.
AITC NL plans to enhance the current PowerPoint presentations and develop new activities to
accompany these videos. LGT teachers/students will be involved in online presentations.
Long term impact surveys
LGT/AITC-NL have developed a series of surveys that will provide information on the long term
impacts of LGT/AITC-NL programs, resources, and events. The goal of these surveys is to
follow the students as they move up in grade levels though to High School and see if AITC-NL
programs, initiatives, and events have an impact on their views and attitudes of agriculture.
These surveys would also provide information if the students would be interested in a career in
agriculture in the future.
Implementation was scheduled for March 2020, but cancelled due to Covid 19. We hope to
resume the implementation in early 2021.
The surveys will be distributed during the school year. Surveys will be distributed to:





Grade 3/4s students that are currently doing Little Green Thumbs;
Grade 6/7s students that had previously done Little Green Thumbs and still
participate in other AITC-NL activities and initiatives;
Parents of past Little Green Thumbs students,
and Grade 6/7 teachers of past Little Green Thumbs students
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Agriculture in the Classroom Canada
AGRICULTURE IN EVERY CLASSROOM, INSPIRING EVERY STUDENT
Agriculture in the Classroom Canada (AITC-C), along with its ten provincial member
organizations, believes in the importance of bringing innovative and educational opportunities to
students from coast to coast that enhance their understanding and connection to agriculture and
food.
AITC-C proudly represents the provincial AITC’s, adding a national voice to agriculture
education and strengthening members like Agriculture in the Classroom NL’s capacity to reach
more students every year. During 2020, Agriculture in the Classroom reached over two million
students in Canada and our objective is to surpass that reach in 2021.
Collectively, we are guided by passion, transparency, empowerment, innovation, inclusion and
collaboration to ensure that every Canadian student is inspired to consider the role they can play
in our nations agriculture and food story.
“Every day we are motivated by the amazing work happening through our provincial AITC
organizations, including Agriculture in the Classroom NL. This incredible group, alongside its
funders, stakeholders and volunteers, is making a remarkable impact in schools across
Newfoundland and Labrador! AITC-C will continue to collaborate closely with the provinces to
ensure that agriculture education is highlighted in classrooms from coast to coast!” Johanne
Ross, Executive Director, AITC-C
Conclusion
AITC-NL may have had to revise its usual way of achieving its objectives for the past school
year, but AITC-NL managed to continue to connect youth to agriculture through education. We
attribute the success of the AITC and LGT programs in Newfoundland and Labrador to hands-on
support provided by the AITC-NL Coordinator, LGT Coordinator, and the
Marketing/Promotions Coordinator.
AITC-NL would like to extend a BIG ‘thank you’ to our dedicated teachers, school
administrators and wonderful volunteers, in particular our class mentors across Newfoundland
and Labrador. We would not have this success without them!
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